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E.O.  12958:  DECL : 10/14/2019 

TAGS:  AF  PK  UK  PGOV  PREL  MARR  MOPS  MCAP  PTER 

SUBJECT:  BROWN'S  PROMISE  TO  SEND  AN  ADDITIONAL  500  TROOPS 

TO  AFGHANISTAN  — IF  KEY  CONDITIONS  ARE  MET 

REF:  A.  10/14/2009  LONDON  DAILY  REPORT  (NOTAL)  B.  10/15/209  LONDON  DAILY  REPORT  (NOTAL)  C.  LONDON  2311 

Classified  By:  Political  Counselor  Robin  Quinville,  for  reasons  1.4  b and  d 

f.  1 . (C//NF)  Summary.  Prime  Minister  Brown  announced  October  14  that  he  is  prepared  to  deploy  an  additional  500  troops  to  Afghanistan  provided 

T2 . (C//NF)  Summary  Continued.  Brown's  statement  followed  weeks  of  intense  debate  within  HMG  about  the  way  forward  in  Afghanistan,  including 

500  More  Troops;  "In  Principle,"  with  Conditions  

f.3 . (C//NF)  Prime  Minister  Brown  launched  the  October  14  Prime  Minister's  Questions  in  the  House  of  Commons  with  a somber  tribute  to  British 

f4 . (U)  PM  Brown  declared  that:  "I  have  agreed  in  principle  a new  force  level  subject  to  the  following  conditions.  First,  that  a new  Afghan  c 

J5 . (C//NF)  Foreign  and  Commonwealth  Office  (FCO)  and  Ministry  of  Defence  (MOD)  officials  confirmed  October  14  to  Poloff  and  representatives  i 

f6 . (C//NF)  Both  Garrett  and  Lodge  confirmed  that  the  PM  would  authorize  the  deployment  of  the  500  troops  only  when  he  is  convinced  that  all 

Why  An  Announcement  Now?  

f.  7 . (C//NF)  Ed  Hadley  (Protect),  a Cabinet  Office  official  who  covers  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan,  told  Poloff  shortly  before  Brown's  announcemer 
Military  Reaction  

f8 . (SBU)  Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Jock  Stirrup,  Chief  of  the  Defence  Staff,  and  General  Sir  David  Richards,  head  of  the  army,  publicly  endorsed  E 
Redeploying  

f9 . (C//NF)  Brown  affirmed  in  his  statement  to  the  Commons  that  "to  meet  the  changing  demands  of  the  campaign,  which  require  greater  concenti 

What  About  Pakistan?  

f.10.  (C//NF)  Although  the  media  has  focused  on  Brown's  promise  of  more  troops,  subject  to  conditions,  the  PM  also  discussed  Britain's  overall 

Tepid  Support  for  Combat  Mission  

f.11.  (SBU)  Brown's  statement  to  the  House  of  Commons  coincided  with  the  October  14  publication  of  the  results  of  a Populus  poll  in  The  Time 
Comment  

f.12.  (C//NF)  The  three  conditions  laid  out  by  PM  Brown  are  not  new.  The  PM,  Defence  Secretary  Ainsworth  and  other  HMG  officials  have  consist 
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